THE   FIRST   EXILE
that by the 4th of March they were ready to start. Permission 1679 to take their daughters with them was refused ; in the case of the Princess Anne, who was fifteen years of age, the reason alleged was the fear of her father's influence on her religious opinions ; as for the little Princess Isabel, aged three, no reason seems to have been given.
The King accompanied his brother and sister-in-law to Greenwich, and bade them farewell with every mark of sorrow and affection. A few days later, drawing Barillon aside he charged him to explain to the King of France " the necessity Affaires in which he had found himself, for the good of his service to do himself la violence extreme of sending away a person so near to him, and whose conduct had always been such as he could desire ; that I could see what was going on, and the general animosity of the nation towards the Catholics, that he hoped the step the Duke had taken might bring a present remedy to the suspicions of all the Protestants, or at least would deprive the evil-minded of the most plausible pretext they could have."
On the 27th March the royal exiles with their small retinue reached Brussels, and the English Resident there, Sir Richard Bulstrode, reports their arrival to. Sir Joseph Williamson, Secretary of State to Charles II.
" Their Royal Highnesses arrived here  with three of the Pub- Rcc. Prince of Orange's yachts.    I had notice the night before of Flanders, their  coming,  and  had  20 coaches   ready   to   receive   them,No- "9 wherein they were conducted incognito to their lodgings at the Prince de Lignes.  .  . .    Her Highness was much indisposed with her coming by sea, and is not yet recovered of it.    Immediately   after   their   arrival   here   they   were    visited   and welcomed in his Excellency's name [Duke of Villahermosa, Governor of the Spanish Netherlands] .  . . and   by  several persons of the greatest quality . . . Her Highness being still something indisposed received the visits in her bed, the better to avoid  all exceptions as to matters of ceremony, which is much stood upon in this Court, especially among the Grandees
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